
 

 

 
 
Meeting of the Bowls Management Committee held on Monday 10th September 2018. 
 
1.1 Open Meeting and Welcome 
The meeting was opened by the Chairman Marc Abonnel at 10.00am. 
 
Present 
Marc Abonnel, Tony Hockey, Ross Warburton, Mike Goble-Garratt, Jim Powell, Anne Lilley, Valerie Hulbert, Brian Burton 
  
In attendance: 
Ron Mance, Ken Pride, Pieter Harris 
 
1.2. Apologies 
Nil 
 
1.3. Conflict of Interest 
Nil 
 
1.4. Confirmation of Minutes 
The minutes of the meeting held on Monday 13th August 2018 were confirmed. 

Moved: Jim Powell  Seconded: Mike Goble-Garratt   Agreed 

2.  Items for Decision 
Nil 
 
3.   Items for Discussion 
3.1  The Future of Bowls 
Held over for the end of the meeting. 
 
4.  Items for Information 
4.1    CEO 
4.1.1 Inglewood Bowling Club 
The CEO brought the committee up to speed with the position of the Inglewood BC, who are likely to continue playing into 
the 2018/19 pennant season. A meeting is to be held with the club on 12th September, to discuss any issues preventing 
their continuation for the season, including the need for a greenkeeper, playing personnel and appropriate shade 
availability. NOTED. 
 
4.1.2  New sponsor 
The CEO updated the meeting on the new sponsors arrangements for 2018/19 and the events they would be covering, 
including the BPL franchise, the Perth Suns. 
 
4.2  Fixtures & Events 
Brian Burton noted that the committee will be completing the draw for the pennant season on the 17th (Ladies) and 18th 
(Men) at which time they will be posted on the website for comment. 
 
4.3   Greens & Infrastructure 
The committee will meet on the 25th September to further the wish to convert green’s inspection data to on-line, with 
inspection dates to be held on 9/10/11 October. Notification to clubs of inspection dates and their prior requirements will 
be forwarded on 14th September. 
 
4.4   Umpires 
A first Umpires P&A course by BWA’s new Train the Trainer group was held in Northam with great success. This will be a 
great benefit going forward with early plans being made to extend the P&A network into country zones utilising a DSR 
grant. 
 



 

 

Mike Goble-Garratt noted that a number of clubs still lacked enough accredited umpires to fulfil their pennant 
responsibilities and their was general discussion on what “penalties” could be considered if clubs refused to supply 
umpires. It was generally agreed that a carrot rather than a stick approach would be best, although their were limitations 
to this. 
 
The CEO offered to write to clubs who were unable to fulfil their responsibilities and seek their initial support, before any 
further actions were considered. To remain on the agenda. 
 

Action: The CEO as required and matter to remain on the agenda.   

 
Mike noted the WBGT trials to be conducted with several clubs, with others seeking their own units for in-house 
information. Some aspects of the trial were clarified, noting they were not in any way part of this coming season’s 
Conditions of Play. 
 
4.5   Country 
Ross Warburton noted his and the CEOs attendance at the recent SW Zone meeting, unfortunately poorly attended by 
League representatives. The CCES still lacked understanding and full support from the Zones, with the CEO saying that he 
would need to be convinced that the program was worthwhile continuing in 2019/20 season. This would be an agenda 
item for the Country Committee to discuss. 
 

Action: The CEO to add the future of the CCES to the Country Committee agenda. 

 
4.6   High Performance & Coaching 
Tony Hockey reported that ten new coaches had recently been accredited, with both Selection and Competition Modules 
planned to be run as the need dictates. 
 
The state selectors have named their squads, with confirmation of acceptance currently being sought by the men. A 
successful squad meeting was held on 8th September with the ladies at the South Perth BC. The Sides Series this coming 
April will be hosted by NSW at the Fig Tree BC south of Sydney. 
 
Anne Lilley enquired as to the regulations surrounding on-green coaching during pennant games. Tony Hockey noted this 
was permissible, however the Umpire of the Day and the opposing manager were to be informed as to who the respective 
coach was. There was no need for this person to be formally accredited. 
 
5.  Upcoming Events 
The upcoming events were noted with a number of national competitions commencing in September/October. 
 
6.  General Business 
-  Marc Abonnel queried whether all committees had reached their member capacity and when informed that few had, he 
sought a proactive effort to make up the shortfall. This may be a general request via the BWA website or direct to club 
committees. 
 
- Anne Lilley noted the IRRR dates to be 13/14 April, most likely at the Warnbro BC. 

 
Future of Bowls 
Marc Abonnel opened the meeting to a general discussion on future directions the sport could or should take and the role 
that the BMC could play in that. Past failed initiatives such as the move to three pennant rinks (Saturday Men), a shorter 
season and the introduction of a secondary faced pace game format were all discussed as to why and where they fell short. 
The Chairman sought a greater level of strategic thinking be brought to this committee, rather than just become a 
reporting or reactionary body. 
 
The Chairman encouraged all members to consider issues of strategic importance and if required discuss them directly with 
him via email and to have the CEO include on future agenda’s for discussion. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 11.25am 
 
NEXT MEETING 
Monday 8th October at 10.00am 
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