
 

 

 
MINUTES of the Board of BOWLS WA 
Meeting held on Monday 25th February 2019 held at Bowls WA commencing at 7.50am. 
 

1. PRESENT 
Kerry Andersen, Lisa Featherby, Ross Warburton, Debbie Capper, Vince Del Prete, Larry Bandy, Marc Abonnel, Hendy Cowan 
 
1.1   In attendance:  
Ken Pride (CEO) 

 
1.2   APOLOGIES 
Nil 
 
1.3  CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Nil. 
 
1.4  CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
The Minutes of the Meeting held on Friday 21st December 2018 were confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 
Moved: Larry Bandy   Seconded:  Ross Warburton   Agreed 
 
1.4.1 Actions from previous meeting 

1.4.1.1 National Affiliation Fee Model 
As requested the CEO informed Bowls Australia of Bowls WA’s agreement to accept the new fee model for a two-year 
period with a review after one year. The Affiliation Fee Review Committee of which the CEO was a member would 
continue during this period. 
 
1.4.1.2 Unforeseen Circumstances funding 
The CEO had informed all clubs of the outcomes of their applications, with successful clubs rebated as per their 
individual circumstances. 
 
1.4.3 BWA Vice Patron 
The President raised the issue of seeking a Vice Patron following the passing of Beryl Brennan. The Board was asked to 
consider appropriate nominees and in the interim the CEO would seek CVs privately on two possible candidates. 
 

Action: The CEO as required. 

 
2. STRATEGIC ITEMS FOR DECISION 
2.1   Budget 2019/2020 
Director of Finance Lisa Featherby tabled the Audit, Risk & Finance Committee’s recommended budget for 2019/2020. 
 
The key components of the budget were highlighted, with income and expenditure variations noted from the current financial 
year. A small deficit is being budgeted for, which includes the renewal mid financial year of two key sponsors. Marc Abonnel 
noted it was his preference for budget surpluses to be set each year to ensure capital was not eroded over time. The CEO 
confirmed this was a line item of the Operational Plan and that the deficit was relatively small set within a conservative budget. 
 
After further queries were answered by the Director of Finance and the CEO it was RESOLVED to accept the tabled budget for 
2019/2020. 
 
Moved: Lisa Featherby   Seconded:   Vince Del Prete   Agreed 
 
 
 



 

 

3. STRATEGIC ITEMS FOR DISCUSSION 
3.1   Melville Bowling Club – update 
The CEO tabled an article that had appeared following a recent City of Melville Council meeting. There remain clear differences 
of opinion within Council on the matter of the Wave Park, but BWA can only wait for the eventual outcome and work with all 
parties to the betterment of the members. 
 
 
3.2   Staff Handbook 
The CEO tabled a proposed staff handbook, a document that he believes has been lacking which sets out the full rights and 
obligations of staff both current and future. 
 
The document has been drawn from a DSR template with minor modifications to suit the BWA workplace. Vince Del Prete had 
original involvement in the production of the document whilst at DSR and although detailed had a strong base incorporating the 
Sporting Officers Award and relevant parts of the Act as required. 
 
The Audit, Risk & Finance Committee had reviewed the document and recommended its acceptance. The balance of the Board 
was asked to consider it over the following month for possible adoption at the March meeting. 
 

Action: Board Members to review the document for further consideration at the March meeting. 

 
3.3   National Affiliation Fee Model 
The President updated the meeting on the responses of other STA President’s to the introduction of the new national model. 
There was clearly much discussion required in future months on the role BA should be playing as a National Sporting Organisation 
(NSO) and the services that they offer to the STA’s for the affiliation fee paid. 
 
It may well be that BA is required to have individual STA agreements as it would appear unlikely that a consensus could ever be 
reached as to the type of services all STAs would be prepared to accept and pay for. This will be an on-going role for the National 
Affiliation Fee Review Committee, of which the CEO is a member. NOTED. 
 
4. OPERATIONAL ITEMS 
4.1    Committee Reports 
4.1.1  President 
The President tabled her written report and noted recent attendance at the Men’s State Pairs, Men’s and Women’s State Singles 
and the Eastern Zone ILRR at Kellerberrin BC. 
 
Upcoming events included Men’s Country Week to which she invited Board Members attendance, particularly on the Thursday 
evening opening night and the National Championships for the Vision Impaired and Blind which will be held at the Perth & Tatts 
BC from 30th April – 9th May. 
 
BQ have excluded the use of “thongs” in BQ events, citing possible breaches of the BA Dress Policy and the dangers in playing 
with the feet unprotected. After discussion it was agreed that the CEO write to BA expressing concern in the approval of thongs 
as an acceptable form of footwear and to broach the matter with BCiB in terms of insurance whilst in Perth for Country Week. 
 
Hendy Cowan was a dissenting voice in progressing this matter. NOTED. 
 

Action: The CEO to write to BA expressing concern on the approved use of thongs as bowls footwear and speak with 
representatives of insurers BCiB whilst in Perth. 

 
4.1.2  CEO 
The CEO tabled his report which focussed on updating the Board on the six identified strategic priorities for the year. 
 
4.1.3   Bowls Management 
Marc Abonnel noted the Minutes of the BMC meeting of 11th February and discussed some of the key discussion points, including 
the progress with the WBGT meters and the Bowls 2025 Committee and submissions received. Submissions for this committee 
close at the end of this week. 
 
 
 



 

 

4.1.4   Club Development 
Vince Del Prete noted two meetings of the CDC had taken place since the December Board Meeting and directed members to 
the Minutes distributed.  
 
There were several on-going projects occurring including updates on the progress of the Winning Drive program, Bowls Link roll 
out, Gotta love the Bowlo videos and potential radio campaigns. Each were progressing as required. 
 
Vince thanked the Board for the budgetary support for proposed promotional activities in 2019/2020. 
 
4.1.5   Country 
Ross Warburton reported on the successful hosting of the Men’s IZRR event at Emu Point which was well run and attended by 
the State Coach and Chairman of Selectors. This effort was well received and acknowledged by the players and officials. 
 
There remained on-going discussion with the SWBL and the Blackwood Bowling League on the application for Donnybrook to 
transfer leagues. There was a strict process to follow and this matter had already been considered by the Boundaries Review 
Committee only 18 months prior. The matter will be discussed at the Country Committee Meeting later this morning. 
 
Ross sought a Greens Inspection form to be forwarded to Jan Fiegert of the Southern Zone for their future reference. NOTED. 
 
Country Week entries had held up well with only a small reduction from last year. The ladies’ event was similar, with an actual 
increase in the Singles. 
 
4.1.6   Accounts to 31st January  
The Director of Finance tabled the accounts to 31st January which were accepted. 
 
5. GENERAL BUSINESS 
5.1   High Performance Review 
The CEO tabled and explained the key dates for the High-Performance Review that he was undertaking. A presentation will be 
given to the Board at the March meeting. 
 
5.2   Club Suspensions 
The CEO had been notified of the following Club Suspensions: 
 

- Ron Sackville (Yarloop) 
- Chrissy Catalano (Scarborough) 
- Warren Fairjones (Quinns Rocks) 

 
5.3   Constitutional Review 
Hendy Cowan noted that Constitutional Review was one of the six priorities of the strategic plan for this year. With the Board’s 
approval he would seek assistance from Edith Cowan University for a graduate student to undertake a review of the Constitution 
to simplify its language and consider it in context with other STA Constitutions. Noted with thanks. 
 
5.4   Board membership 
The President noted that the Board remained one elected member short of its full membership and sought support from other 
Director’s to consider appropriate members to speak with. Discussion on utilising external bodies to seek appropriate candidates 
was noted and approved as a potential way forward; particularly in seeking Appointed Director(s). Vince Del Prete had previously 
used the AICD as a means of seeking applications and will forward that information to the CEO. 
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.55am. 
 
 
NEXT MEETING: 
 
Monday 25th March 2019 at 7.30am for 8.00am 
 
  
 


